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2003 Honda Element 


by Sean Selby 


1. Honda has long since pioneered the American car market with new and 
innovative concepts. In keeping with that tradition, Honda released the 
2003 Element. With the introduction of this vehicle, Honda began using a 
new external 4-track high security key with an activated transponder 
system that has been used on other models in Japan for the past three 
years. Now I know most of you look at this vehicle and see a Maytag on 
wheels, but when it comes to servicing it you’ll be able to conquer this 
vehicle quicker than the time it takes to do a load of laundry. 


2. Here we see that 
to open the vehicle 
an under the 
window tool is used. 
Wedge the weather- 
stripping about 
three inches from 
the end and insert 
the tool two inches 
from the end. 
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Manufacturers: Interested in 
offering rebates or discounts to 
NLAA members? Contact Marc 
Goldberg at the Home Office 


3. The lock 
button is 
a vertical 
finger pull 
and is very 
easy to lift 
up with an 
under the 
window 
tool. 


4. To remove the door panel, begin by taking off the speaker cover, which is 
held on by a few plastic clips. 
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5. Next remove the three Phillips screws 
that hold the speaker to the door panel 
and unclip the speaker harness. 


7. Remove the linkage from the rear of 
the interior door handle. The linkage 
should lift upwards. 


6. After that take the plastic cover behind the 
interior door handle off, it removes from the 
top and exposes the two screws holding the 
handle on. Take the two Phillips screws out. 
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8. The small plastic triangle at the front of the 
door panel is easy to remove. It’s held on by 
one clip at the top and two hooks at the 
bottom, lift it outwards then pull up. 


9. There is one triangular plastic trim piece at 
the rear of the window that also must be 
removed. To take it out, use some sort of pry 
bar to pop out the one clip at the bottom. Move 
it to the front of the vehicle to release the 
plastic ledge from the doorframe. 


10. Remove the one Phillips screw under the pull 
handle. A plastic trim cap covers it. 
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11. Remove the door panel from the frame. It is held on by 
plastic friction clips, but use caution when removing these 
because they do break easily. Don’t yank the panel off 
once you’ve unclipped it because you must unplug the 
power window harness before the panel will be free from 
the doorframe. 


12. Next you have to remove the weather 
barrier, it’s mostly held on by the plastic putty, 
but also there are two push plugs holding it in 
place at the top right and left of the door, you 
only need to remove the one on the right to 
access the door lock. 


13. After that you will need to remove the sticker 
covering the hole for access to one of the two 10mm 
retainer bolts. Take this first bolt out then take the 
second bolt on the opposite side of the bridge out and 
disconnect the linkage from the pawl/actuator. 
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Ignition Lock: 


14. The bridge will look like this once it is 
removed from the door. Take the U shaped 
retainer clip from the lock and it should 
slide out of the bridge. 


15. The code for the lock is located on 
the lock housing; Honda is one of the few 
companies that still stamps codes on 
their locks including the glove box lock. 


16. To remove the ignition lock you must first 
take the bottom steering column shroud off. 
To do this you must take the three Phillips 
screws out. 
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17. After removing the shroud you need to take out 
the two Phillips screws on the front of the transponder 
ring that hold it to the ignition. 


18. Next remove the Phillips screw on the 
opposite side of the transponder ring. 


19. Remove the Phillips screw that’s located on 
the bottom side of the transponder ring. Let the 
ring hang down and remove the lighted bezel. 
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20. Finally you must drill the 
ignition to release the roll pin. The 
drill point for the roll pin is at the 8 
o’clock position. Be careful that the 
pin doesn’t go flying. 


21. Here we see the roll pin retainer 
removed, use a depth and space key 
to extract the ignition from the 
housing. National Auto Lock carries 
an excellent set for the Element. 


22. The ignition slides out of the 
housing through the front. 
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23. The housing for the ignition 
does not need to be removed. 


24. To service the ignition lock, 
begin by removing the roll pin at 
the rear of the plug. 


25. Take the metal ring from off 
of the rear of the plug. The lock 
should slide out of the plug after 
this. This ignition did not have 
the split wafers in positions 
1(left) and 7(right). 
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Programming the Transponder Key: 


26. For programming the transponder key for the 
element, you must first take notice of what type 
of transponder key you are using and then use the 
appropriate transponder programming machine. 
In this photo you see I’m using a T5 key (the 
marking is on the key blade by the head of the 
key). I am using the Silca RW2 cloning machine. 


27. The first screen you will come 
across is the main menu. Select the 
“COPY” feature from the contents 
of this menu and press the 
“ENTER” button. 


28. The next screen will say 
“INSERT ORIGINAL KEY,” do this 
then hit the “RD” button. 
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29. After the machine has completed reading the key, 
the screen will request will read “REMOVE KEY.” 


30. The screen will then prompt you to “INSERT 
BLANK KEY” to be programmed, insert the key 
then hit the “WR” button. 


31. After the duplicate key has 
been programmed, you will get a 
message that says “OPERATION 
COMPLETED” on the display 
screen. Now go out to the vehicle 
and test the key to see if the 
programming truly has been 
completed. Mine worked, 
how about yours? 


Free Original Air Wedge (AW-99) with purchase of “Interactive Car Opening Authority” (COA-CD) 
Rebate Code: 04HNS05 


This Interactive Car Opening Authority (COA-CD) guide is a computerized vehicle opening reference 
that serves as an educational aid and opening index. It clearly depicts and explains the different techniques 
of the 13 Methods of Car Opening and gives you opening information for the past 15 years of cars, vans, 
SUV’s, and more. That’s over 650 vehicles all in one digital package. 


HPC’s Interactive Car Opening Authority(r) will work on a desktop or laptop, MAC or PC computer and 
is backed by HPC’s technical department, which truly makes this guide The Authority on car opening. 


To receive your HPC, Inc. rebate, simply fill out the form below and mail it along with a copy of your invoice to: 


HPC, Inc. 
Attn: Rebate Department 
PO Box 2093 
Schiller Park, IL 60176 USA 


Include: Company, Name, Title, Address, City, State and Zip, Country, E-mail, Phone, Fax, Product Name, and Rebate code 


Official HPC, Inc. Rules: 


• Offer valid only for Security Professionals making qualified purchases through an authorized HPC Distributor between May 1, 2004 and May 31, 2004. 
• This offer is mutually exclusive and cannot be used with any other offer. 
• To receive free merchandise you must purchase the exact product shown. 
• Paperwork must be clearly state, “Rebate Department”. 
• To qualify, all paperwork (copy of your invoice and a copy of your NLAA card) must be received at HPC, Inc. on or before June 30, 2004 by mail or fax. 
• Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for processing. 


Note From NLAA: Other manufacturers wishing to grant NLAA specials, please contact Marc Goldberg at 630-837-2044. 


Tool Rebate for NLAA Members 
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Glove Box Lock: 


32. Included in the Element is a 
locking glove box that comes standard. 


33. To take the glove box out, 
remove the two Phillips screws 
from behind the lock. 


34. After removing the screws the 
lock and handle assembly come out 
as one piece. 
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35. To take the lock out of the handle assembly, 
first remove the E ring from the back of the lock 
with a working key in the cylinder. 


36. Next ease off the push 
connector that holds 
the linkage to the back 
of the cylinder. 


37. Remove the two clips holding 
the cylinder to the plastic housing. 
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38. The cylinder slides 
out of the front of the 
handle assembly. 


39. Honda stamped the code for the lock 
on the glove box. Here we see that it fits in 
the code series K001-K999, L001-L999, 
M001-M999 and N001-N718. This 
particular lock’s code is N299. 


40. To take the lock out of the plug, remove 
the C clip at the rear of the cylinder. 
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42. The lock removed from the plug. 


41. Make sure you mark the back of the lock for proper handing. 


16 • Automotive Edge 
National Locksmith Automobile Association 


Rear Hatch Lock: 


43. The Element has a rear hatch lock located to the right of the upper lift gate. 


44. To take the lock out begin by removing the screw clip at the bottom of the upper lift gate. 
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45. After you’ve removed the screw clip, there is three friction clips that hold the hatch cover 
to the upper lift gate, just pull gently and they should unsnap easily. 


46. Next take the linkage off the back of the lock and remove the two 10mm bolts that hold the lock housing to the 
upper lift gate. Rotate the housing 15 degrees clockwise and it should come right out. 
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